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by Seamus Heaney

Teacher’s Guide
for the unabridged audiobook

Introductory Material
Summary:

A new translation of the first-century epic poem. Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, travels across the sea to save the Danes
from Grendel, a man-eating monster that has been terrorizing their kingdom. After defeating Grendel, Beowulf must
then combat Grendel’s vengeful mother.

Themes:
Scandinavian Mythology, Epic Poem, Hero Myth

About the Author: Seamus Heaney
Poet Seamus Heaney received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1995. A native of Northern Ireland, he resides in Dublin,
but often teaches at Harvard University. Heaney’s translation of Beowulfwas a New York Times best-seller and won the

Whitbread Award.

Objectives:
By the conclusion of this audiobook, students should be able to do the following:

1. Identify the setting of a story and discuss the impact of the setting on the characters and plot.

2. Describe a character using evidence from conversations, tone of voice, physical descriptions, and actions.
3. Recognize and evaluate cause and effect relationships between characters.

4. Recognize how the narrator’s voice pitch, speed, and tone affect the meaning of the story.

5. List the conflicts in the story.
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Preparation Questions

Warm Up Questions:
Use before beginning the audiobook.

1. What is an epic poem?
2. Give some examples of hero myths, ancient and modern.
3. What are some of the earliest narrative poems?

4. Beowulf'influenced J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings. Have you read Tolkien’s trilogy? What are the basic elements
of that story?

5. How are Sweden and Denmark similar?

Establishing a Purpose for Listening:
Present before each chapter or section. Students should be alert for answers as they listen.

Lines 1-1250
Who is ruler of the Danes? Why does Grendel attack the Danes? From whom is Grendel descended?

Lines 1251-2210
Who attacks the hall in revenge for Grendel’s death? Who is the first victim of Grendel’s mother? What sword is
Beowulf given to fight Grendel’s mother?

Lines 2211-3182
How long is Beowulf king? What finally defeats Beowulf? Who remains with Beowulf when all others flee from the
dragon?

Extending the Lesson:
Use these cross-curricular activities for individual assignments or for collaborative work.

1. Geography: Geats is what is now southern Sweden. Calculate how far Beowulf would have traveled from the coast
of Sweden to reach the coast of Denmark.

2. Literature: Beowulf greatly influenced J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings. What elements do the two stories have in
common? Write a report.

3. Poetry: Research some of the oldest epic poems. What are some of the oldest poems in literature? What cultures
do they come from? Write a report.

4. History: Was King Hrothgar a real person? Research Danish history and write a report on current beliefs
about Hrothgar.

5. Literature: What are some contemporary hero myths? Write an essay on what you consider the hero myths of our
culture to be.

6. Literature: Research the history of Beowulf. When was it written? By whom? Does it have a historical basis?
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Name:

Date: Period:

After Listening:

Lines 1-1250
1. What was the name of the great mead-hall Hrothgar buile?

2. From whom is Grendel descended?

3. For how many years does Grendel attack the Danes?

Lines 1251-2210
1. Who is the first man Grendel’s mother kills?

2. Where does Grendel’s mother hide after she attacks the hall?

3. What sword does Unferth loan Beowulf?

Lines 2211-3182
1. How long does Beowulf rule?

2. What kills Beowulf?

3. Who remains with Beowulf when all others flee the dragon?
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Name:

Date: Period:

General Questions:
Use after listening to the entire audiobook.

1. Examining Characters: Why does Beowulf go to rescue the Danes from Grendel?

2. Examining Characters: How is Beowulf able defeat Grendel when so many others have failed?

3. Interpreting Setting: Describe the great mead-hall that Hrothgar built. Why is the hall such an important symbol?

4. Making Evaluations: When Beowulf returned to his homeland, he could have claimed the throne. Why does he
not overthrow the king?

5. Predicting Outcomes: What does Beowulf predict will happen to his country when he is dead? What do you
think will happen?
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Comprehension Quiz

1. How many men does Grendel kill the
first time he raids the mead-hall?
a. fifty
b. ten
c. thirty

2. Who is king of the Danes?
a. Beowulf
b. Hrothgar
c. Unferth

3. To whom do Beowulf and his warriors
owe allegiance?
a. Hrothgar
b. Sigemund
c. Lord Hygelac

4. Who was Beowulf’s father?
a. Ecgtheow
b. Hrothgar
c. Unferth

5. Who was Hrothgar’s queen?
a. Hildeburh
b. Wealhtheow
c. Modthryth

6. Who was Sigemund?
a. the dragon-slayer
b. the king’s son

c. the king’s counselor

7. What gift does Wealhtheow give
Beowulf for slaying Grendel?
a. a torque
b. a sword

c. a shield

8. Where does Beowulf fight Grendel’s
mother?
a. underwater
b. in a cave
c. in the mead hall

9. What does the blood of Grendel’s moth-

er do to Beowulf’s sword?
a. freezes the blade
b. breaks the blade
c. melts the blade

10. Who is king of the Geats?
a. Hygelac
b. Hrothgar
c. Ecgtheow

11. What does Beowulf do with the war
gear that King Hrothgar gives him?
a. keeps it for himself
b. gives it to Hygelac
c. gives it to his son

12. How is Beowulf related to Hygelac?
a. Beowulf is his nephew.
b. Beowulf is his son.
c. Beowulf is his adopted son.

13. What does Hygelac give Beowulf when
he returns home?
a. a gem-studded swords and land

b. gold

c. a wife

14. How does Hygelac die?
a. He is murdered.
b. He is killed by the dragon.
c. He is killed in battle.

15. What does Beowulf order to be con-
structed to commemorate him?
a. a barrow

b. a hall

c. a throne room
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After Listening:

Lines 1-1250
1. Heorot

2. Cain

3. twelve

Liness 1251-2210
1. Aeschere

2. the moors

3. Hrunting

Liness 2211-3182
1. fifty years

2. a dragon
3. Wiglaf

Student Worksheet
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Answer Key:

© Recorded Books™



