Lesson Plan = Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address

Activity 1 - Rhetorical Styles of Barack Obama and Abraham Lincoln

The rhetorical style of Barack Obama often echoes fellow Illinois politician Abraham Lincoln. Obtain a transcript and,if pos-
sible an audio or video recording of Barack Obama’s January 20, 2009 inauguration speech (or another speech). Have stu-
dents complete the following activities comparing Obama’s speech to Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.

1. First, use only the print versions of the speeches. Later, you'll compare the experience of reading the speech to the experi-
ence of hearing it.

2. Scan both Lincoln’s and Obama’s speeches for use of ricolon, antithesis, and repetition (define these words for students if
necessary). Underline these instances. Circle the instance if Obama’s use mirrors or quotes Lincoln’s use.

3. Highlight words that evoke imagery. For example, Lincoln uses words that suggest birth, life, and death in his speech.

4. Listen to both speeches. Is there anything similar in the way the two speeches sound? How important is the delivery of a
speech to the speech’s overall message? How did hearing each speech change how you felt about it?

5. Discuss these findings with students. Why did Obama choose to echo Lincoln, and why in this way? How does the
imagery of the two speeches compare?

Activity 2 - Purpose of the Gettysburg Address

Reportedly, when the Gettysburg Address was first given, little notice was given to it. The long (and long-forgotten) oration
previous to Lincoln’s speech was considered much more important and noteworthy. But as scholars started to analyze
Lincoln’s speech, they were impressed with it. Discuss this with the class.

1. What is the purpose or the speech? How does it aim to achieve this purpose?

2. What would have been gained by lengthening the speech? What would have been lost?

3. Does the speech successfully achieve its purpose? Why or why not?

4. Why has the speech become so famous?

Activity 3 - Reaction Speech

Students should write a reaction speech, reacting to either Obama’s or Lincoln’s speech. You may want to have students post
their video or audio in one central location so they can comment on each other’s reactions. A class blog would be a great
place for sharing—and we'd love to see what you come up with, so post the link at our blog if you do this!

1. Write a reaction speech, discussing your opinions on either Obama’s or Lincoln’s speech and the issues brought up within
it. What important issues were discussed that you have a strong opinion about? Begin by making an outline of the speech
you will be reacting to, then outline your own speech.

2. Record yourself delivering the speech. You may record using either just audio or both audio and video. Try delivering the

speech both with and without an audience and see which makes you more comfortable.
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