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Activity 1 - The Inauguration Speech
Multiple times during Judson Moon’s inaugural speech, the crowd roars with approval. Discuss with students why the audi-
ence likes his speech so much, as well as some things he could have done to improve it.

1. What is the main topic of the speech?

2. How many pop culture references are there in the speech and what do they refer to? Why did Moon include these?

3. What is the tone of Moon’s speech? Is it serious? Humorous? Casual? Formal? Why did he choose this tone?

Extending the Lesson: Read inaugural addresses from past presidents from http://www.bartleby.com/124/ or
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/inaug.asp. How does Judson Moon’s speech compare? How is it different and why?

Activity 2 - Qualified by Being Unqualified
Moon won the election because of his campaign promise that he was not a politician and did not, therefore, know how to
raise taxes, start a war, and do other negative things associated with the presidency. But what are some bad things about
Moon not knowing how to carry out these sort of tasks? What are some things your students would want to make sure the
president does know how to do? Have students complete the Activity 2 Worksheet.

Extending the Lesson: Some people said Barack Obama’s lack of experience on certain issues was bad. Some people said
it was good. Discuss this with the class after discussing Moon’s experience. Does Obama have experience in the right areas?
Try to avoid taking sides by providing a fact sheet from http://www.barackobama.com/about/,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_obama, or http://www.snopes.com/politics/obama/.

Activity 3 - Reaction Speech
For the 2008 Presidential Election, candidates accepted questions from the public in the form of YouTube videos. Instead of
asking questions, have your students record video reactions to President Judson Moon’s speech and his impending presidency.
The video statements to President Moon should express the students’ support or concern over Moon’s presidency. What do
they think is promising about his presidency? What concerns would they like addressed? Before recording, students should
make a text outline of their appeal.

Extending the Lesson: Have students also do a reaction speech for one of Barack Obama’s speeches. Students may want
to compare Obama’s speech to Judson Moon’s.
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