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Section 1
Letter to the Reader
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Dear Reader,
Look around at our world. What good things do you see? What

bad things do you see? Adults always say that children are our

future. So what can you do now to make our future better? If you

haven’t thought about how to make the future better before now,

this will be a good time to start. This book will help you do that.

In Generation Fix you will read about some of the problems facing

our country and our world and read about some ideas for what

you can do. Each chapter has stories about students just like you

who have done something to make a positive difference in this

world. As you read, think about what is needed in your communi-

ty and what you can do to help others.

Get ready to change the world!

Your Plugged-in to Nonfiction Pals

P.S. Check It Out!

If you enjoy this book, ask your media specialist or librarian about

Because of Anya by Margaret Peterson Haddix or A Kids’ Guide to

Giving by Freddi Zeiler.



What’s Wrong with Our World?
Before you begin reading, take a few minutes to think of the problems you already know about and your ideas
for action.

First, add to the list of possible problems below. Then choose at least five. In the chart below, fill in the five prob-
lems and a possible solution for each one. You will only use the first two columns before reading the book. An
example has been provided to help you get started.

Problems:

homelessness __________________ __________________

gangs __________________ __________________

bullying __________________ __________________

pollution __________________ __________________

global warming __________________ __________________

Name: Date:
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Section 2
Anticipation
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My Ideas for Action
Problems Possible solutions What I can do now to help

pollution recycle newspaper and bottles



Name: Date:
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Section 3
Specialized Vocabulary
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Words That Fit
Directions: Put each word in the list below in the column next to the article from Generation Fix where you think
it will appear. There are four words per article. After you have read the article, check to see if you were correct.
Then explain how the words are related to the article. A few have been filled in to help you get started.

advocate disparities hospitality microsensors protect self-defense

alopecia areata donating identity organic reattach soup kitchen

attack emit/emissions intimidated possessions recruit standardized

boycotter harvest mend preparation seamstress sulfur dioxide

Article Words
How are the words

related to the article?
“Put Your

Pencils Down”

“Strong Self”

“Eat Your
Vegetables”

“Breath of
Fresh Air”

“Mending
Lives”

“Hair Today,
Gone Tomorrow”

disparities

intimidated

hospitality

protect

reattach

donating



My Ideas for Action
As you read the book, continue adding to this My Ideas for Action chart. Add new problems you read about in the
first column. Put possible solutions in the second column. In the third column, put information about what you
can do now to help solve each problem.

Name: Date:
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Section 4
Reading for Information
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Problems Possible solutions What I can do now to help

pollution recycle newspaper and bottles start a recycling program at school
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Section 5
Writing
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Project Proposal
Hopefully, you have been inspired by Generation Fix to do
something to make your world better. Think of a problem
that exists in your school or community. Then design a
project that will help fix this problem. Write a plan for your
project in the spaces below.

Project title:

Problem to address:

Who the project will help:

Number of people needed for this project:

Start date for this project:

End date for this project:

Amount of money needed for this project:

Describe what will happen with this project:



Choose Your Connection
For this section, you have a choice! Read the two options below. Then follow the directions to complete the activity
for one you choose.

Option #1
Nonfiction connection
There are many issues teenagers should be aware of that are not mentioned in Generation Fix. Believe it or not,
even something as common as makeup can be dangerous. Ask your teacher for the article “California Teens Fight
Carcinogens in Beauty Products,” located in the Text Connections. Once you have read the article, make a poster
to share the information you learned. Your poster should be neat and attractive and include the problem and a possi-
ble solution.

Option #2
Fiction connection
Because of Anya by Margaret Peterson Haddix

Anya has alopecia areata, so she slowly loses all of her hair. She is embarrassed to go to school the way she looks, so her
mother takes her to buy a wig. She is very self-conscious and does not want anyone to know about the disease or the
wig. Unfortunately, there is an incident in gym class. Ask your teacher for the excerpt from Because of Anya, located in
the Text Connections. Read the excerpt, then answer the following question: What can Anya’s classmates do to help
her? Using what you learned in Generation Fix, write a conclusion to this chapter.

Name: Date:

Generation Fix

8

Section 6
Text-to-Text Connections
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The Problem Is …
What problems do your classmates think are the most important ones at your school? The best way to find out is to
ask them. Using the questions below, interview at least five students in your class. Write their answers on separate
sheets of paper.

Person interviewed

What is the most important problem at our school?

Why is this the most important problem?

Who should solve this problem?

What should be done to solve this problem?

What will be the result?

Name: Date:
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Section 7
Inquiry
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Multiple-choice Questions
Directions: Be sure to read through each question very carefully before answering. It is very important to look
at all your choices before selecting the best one.

1. Why did Hannah Jukovsky lead a boycott of the state test?

a. The students were tired of taking so many tests.

b. The students did not think they should have to pass a test to get a diploma.

c. The students thought the test was unfair to students from poor schools.

d. The students thought there was too much pressure for students and teachers.

2. What is alopecia areata?

a. A device to test for carbon dioxide in the air.

b. A disease that causes hair loss.

c. A container to hold used motor oil.

d. An organic vegetable.

3. Which of the following is not a reason to recycle?

a. Recycling causes less pollution.

b. Recycling saves natural resources.

c. Recycling saves energy.

d. Recycling saves time.

4. What inspired Jason to raise money for a bronze statue?

a. the Holocaust

b. a Ku Klux Klan demonstration

c. a massacre in Bosnia

d. a killing in Indiana

5. What should you do first if you want to take action?

a. Invite the media to get attention.

b. Raise money.

c. Ask your friends for help.

d. Decide what you would like to change in your community.

Name: Date:
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Section 8a
Assessment—Multiple-choice
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Open-ended Questions
Directions: When you answer these open-ended questions, use complete sentences. Include examples from the book
to support your answers.

1. What are two ways you might help the homeless?

2. What is racial profiling?

3. Why is this book titled Generation Fix?

Name: Date:
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Section 8b
Assessment—Open-ended
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Open-ended Questions continued

4. What are two things students in this book did that you think you could also do?

5. Why did Ryan ride a lawn mower across the country?

Name: Date:
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Section 8c
Assessment—Open-ended
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